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UNITED NATIONS
NATIONS UNIES

AGREEMENT

CONCERNI NG THE ESTABLI SHI NG OF GLOBAL TECHNI CAL REGULATI ONS
FOR WHEELED VEHI CLES, EQUI PMENT AND PARTS WHI CH CAN BE
FI TTED AND/ OR BE USED ON WHEELED VEHI CLES

PREAMBLE
THE CONTRACTI NG PARTI ES,

HAVI NG DECI DED to adopt an Agreenent to Establish a Process for
Promoting the Devel opnent of gl obal technical regulations ensuring high
| evel s of safety, environmental protection, energy efficiency and
anti-theft performance of \Wheel ed Vehicles, Equiprment and Parts which
can be fitted and/or be used on Weel ed Vehicl es;

HAVI NG DECI DED t hat such process shall al so pronote the harnonization of
exi sting technical regulations, recognizing the right of subnational

nati onal and regi onal authorities to adopt and maintain technica

regul ations in the areas of health, safety, environmental protection
energy efficiency and anti-theft performance that are nore stringent
than those established at the global |evel;



HAVI NG AUTHORI ZATION to enter into such an Agreenent under paragraph
1(a) of the Terns of Reference of the UN ECE and Chapter Xl I1 of the
Rul es of Procedure of the UN ECE, Rule 50;

RECOGNI ZI NG that this Agreenent does not prejudice the rights and
obligations of a Contracting Party under existing internationa
agreenments on health, safety and environmental protection

RECOGNI ZI NG that this Agreenent does not prejudice the rights and
obligations of a Contracting Party under the agreements under the Wrld
Trade Organi zation (WO, including the Agreenent on Technical Barriers
to Trade (TBT), and intending to establish global technical regulations
under this agreenment, as a basis for their technical regulations in a
manner consistent with these agreenents;

| NTENDI NG t hat Contracting Parties to this Agreenent use the gl oba
techni cal regul ations established under this Agreement as a basis for
their technical regulations;

RECOGNI ZI NG the i mportance to public health, safety and wel fare of
continuously inmproving and seeking high levels of safety, environnenta
protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance of wheel ed
vehi cl es, equi prent and parts which can be fitted and/or be used on
wheel ed vehicles, and the potential value to international trade,
consuner choice and product affordability of increasing convergences in
exi sting and future technical regulations and their related standards;

RECOGNI ZI NG t hat governnents have the right to seek and inpl ement

i nprovenents in the level of health, safety and environnenta
protection, and to determni ne whether the gl obal technical regul ations
est abl i shed under this Agreenent are suitable for their needs;
RECOGNI ZI NG t he i mportant harnoni zati on work al ready carried out under
t he 1958 Agreenent;

RECOGNI ZI NG the interest and expertise in different geographic regions
regardi ng safety, environmental, energy and anti-theft problens and

net hods of solving those problens, and the value of that interest and
expertise in devel opi ng gl obal technical regulations to aid in achieving
t hose i nprovenments and in mnimzing divergences;

DESIRING to pronote the adopti on of established global technica
regul ati ons in devel oping countries, taking into account the specia
i ssues and circunstances for those countries, and in particular the
| east devel oped of them

DESI RING that the technical regulations applied by the Contracting
Parties be given due consideration through transparent procedures in
devel opi ng gl obal technical regulations, and that such consideration
i ncl ude conparative anal yses of benefits and cost effectiveness;

RECOGNI ZI NG t hat establishing global technical regulations providing
high | evels of protection will encourage individual countries to
conclude that those Regulations will provide the protection and
performance needed within their jurisdiction

RECOGNI ZI NG t he i mpact of the quality of vehicle fuels on the
performance of vehicle environmental controls, hunman health, and fue
ef ficiency; and

RECOGNI ZI NG t hat the use of transparent procedures is of particul ar

i mportance in devel opi ng gl obal technical regulations under this
Agreenent and that this devel opnent process nust be conpatible with the
regul atory devel opnent processes of the Contracting Parties to this

Agr eenent ;



HAVE AGREED as fol | ows:
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1
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ARTI CLE 1
PURPCSE
The purpose of this Agreenent is:

To establish a gl obal process by which Contracting Parties
fromall regions of the world can jointly devel op gl oba
techni cal regul ations regardi ng the safety, environnental
protection, energy efficiency, and anti-theft perfornance of
wheel ed vehicl es, equi pmrent and parts which can be fitted
and/ or be used on wheel ed vehi cl es;

To ensure that, in devel oping global technical regul ations,
due and objective consideration is given to the existing
techni cal regul ations of Contracting Parties, and to the
UN ECE Regul ati ons;

To ensure that objective consideration is given to the

anal ysis of best avail able technology, relative benefits and
cost effectiveness as appropriate in devel opi ng gl oba

techni cal regul ati ons;

To ensure that the procedures used in devel opi ng gl oba
techni cal regul ations are transparent;

To achieve high levels of safety, environnmental protection
energy efficiency, and anti-theft performance within the

gl obal community, and to ensure that actions under this
Agreenent do not pronote, or result in, a |lowering of these
levels within the jurisdiction of Contracting Parti es,

i ncl udi ng the subnational Ievel;

To reduce technical barriers to international trade through
har moni zi ng exi sting technical regulations of Contracting
Parties, and UN ECE Regul ati ons, and devel opi ng new gl oba
techni cal regul ati ons governi ng safety, environnenta
protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance of
wheel ed vehicl es, equi prent and parts which can be fitted
and/ or be used on wheel ed vehicles, consistent with the
achi evenent of high levels of safety and environnent
protection and the other above-stated purposes; and

To ensure that, where alternative levels of stringency are
needed to facilitate the regulatory activities of certain
countries, in particular devel oping countries, such needs
are taken into consideration in devel opi ng and establi shing
gl obal technical regulations.

This Agreement is to operate in parallel with the 1958
Agreenent, w thout affecting the institutional autonomy of
ei t her Agreenent.
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ARTI CLE 2
CONTRACTI NG PARTI ES AND CONSULTATI VE STATUS

Countries that are nenbers of the Econonmi ¢ Comm ssion
for Europe (UN ECE), regional econonic integration
organi zations that are set up by ECE nenber countries and
countries that are admitted to the ECE in a consultative
capacity in accordance with paragraph 8 of the ECE' s Terns
of Reference, may becone Contracting Parties to this
Agr eenent .

Countries that are nenbers of the United Nations and
that participate in certain activities of the ECE in
accordance wth paragraph 11 of the ECE' s Ternms of
Ref erence, and regional econom c integration organizations
set up by such countries, may beconme Contracting Parties to
this Agreement.

Any speci alized agency and any organi zation, including
i ntergovernnental organizations and non-governnenta
organi zati ons, that have been granted consultative status by
t he Econonic and Social Council of the United Nations, my
participate in that capacity in the deliberations of any
Worki ng Party during consideration of any natter of
particul ar concern to that agency or organization.

ARTI CLE 3
EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

The representatives of Contracting Parties shal
constitute the Executive Committee of this Agreenment and
shall neet at |east annually in that capacity.

The Rul es of Procedure of the Executive Commttee are
set forth in Annex B to this Agreenent.

The Executive Conmittee shall

be responsible for the inplenentation of this Agreemnent,
including the setting of priorities for activity under this
Agr eenent ;

consider all reconmendations and reports by Working Parties
regardi ng the establishnent of gl obal technical regulations
under this Agreement; and

fulfil such other functions as may be appropriate under this
Agr eenent .

The Executive Commttee shall have the final authority
to decide whether to list regulations in the Conmpendi um of
Candi dat e gl obal technical regulations and to establish
gl obal technical regulations under this Agreemnent.

The Executive Comittee shall, in discharging its
functions, use infornation fromall relevant sources when
the Conmittee deens it appropriate to do so.



5.2. 1.
5.2.1.1.

ARTI CLE 4
CRI TERI A FOR TECHNI CAL REGULATI ONS

To be listed under Article 5 or established under
Article 6, a technical regulation shall neet the foll ow ng
criteria:

provide a clear description of the wheel ed vehicles,
equi prent and/or parts which can be fitted and/or be used on
wheel ed vehi cl es and which are subject to the regulation

contain requirenents that:

provide for high levels of safety, environmental protection
energy efficiency or anti-theft perfornance; and

wher ever appropriate, are expressed in terns of performance
i nstead of design characteristics.

i ncl ude:

the test nethod by which conpliance with the regulation is
to be denonstrated,;

for regulations to be listed under Article 5, where
appropriate, a clear description of approval or
certification markings and/or |abels requisite for type
approval and conformty of production or for manufacturer
self-certification requirenments; and

i f applicable, a reconmended mi ni mum period of lead tine,
based upon consi derations of reasonabl eness and
practicability, that a Contracting Party shoul d provide
before requiring conpliance.

A gl obal technical regulation nmay specify alternative
non- gl obal |evels of stringency or perfornance, and
appropriate test procedures, where needed to facilitate the
regul atory activities of certain countries, in particular
devel opi ng countries.

ARTI CLE 5

COVPENDI UM OF CANDI DATE GLOBAL TECHNI CAL REGULATI ONS

A conpendi um of technical regulations of Contracting
Parties other than UN ECE Regul ati ons that are candi dates
for harnoni zati on or adoption as global technica
regul ations (to be known as the Conpendi um of Candi dat es)
shal | be created and nai ntai ned.

Li sting technical requlations in the Conpendi um of

Candi dat es

Any Contracting Party may subnit a request to the Executive
Conmittee for the listing in the Conpendi um of Candi dat es of
any technical regulation that such Contracting Party has
applied, is applying or has adopted for future application
The request specified in paragraph 5.2. shall contain

a copy of such regul ation;
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any avail able technical docunentation supporting such
regul ati on, including docunentation concerni ng best
avai | abl e technol ogy, relative benefits, and cost

ef fecti veness; and

the identification of any known existing or imrnent
rel evant international voluntary standards.

The Executive Comrittee shall consider all requests that
satisfy the requirenents of Article 4 and paragraph 5.2. 1.
of this Article. The technical regulation shall be listed
in the Conmpendi um of Candi dates if supported by an
affirmative vote in accordance with paragraph 7.1. of
Article 7 of Annex B. The docunentation submitted with the
request for that regulation shall be appended to the listed
techni cal regul ation.

The requested regul ation shall be considered to be listed by
the Secretary-General on the date on which it is supported
by an affirmative vote under paragraph 5.2.2. of this
Article.

Renpving listed technical regulations fromthe

Compendi um of Candi dat es

A listed technical regulation shall be renoved fromthe
Conpendi um of Candi dates either

upon the establishnent in the dobal Registry of a globa
techni cal regul ati on enbodyi ng product requirenents
addressing the sane el ements of perfornmance or design
characteristics as the listed technical regulation

at the end of the 5-year period follow ng the regulation's
listing under this Article, and at the end of each
subsequent 5-year period, unless the Executive Committee
reaffirms, by an affirmative vote in accordance with
paragraph 7.1. of Article 7 of Annex B, the listing of the
technical regulation in the Conpendi um of Candi dates; or

in response to a witten request fromthe Contracting Party
at whose request the technical regulation was originally
listed. Such request shall include the bases for the
renoval of the regulation

Availability of docunents

Al'l docunents considered by the Executive Comittee under
this Article shall be publicly avail able.

ARTI CLE 6
REG STRY OF GLOBAL TECHNI CAL REGULATI ONS
A registry shall be created and mmintained for the
gl obal technical regul ations devel oped and established under
this Article. The registry shall be known as the d oba
Regi stry.

Est abl i shing gl obal technical requlations in the

d obal Reqgistry through harnoni zati on of existing
requl ati ons
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A Contracting Party may submit a proposal to develop a

har noni zed gl obal technical regulation concerning el enents
of performance or design characteristics addressed either by
technical regulations listed in the Conpendi um of

Candi dat es, or by any UN ECE Regul ati ons, or both.

The proposal specified in paragraph 6.2. shall contain:

an expl anation of the objective of the proposed gl oba
techni cal regul ation.

a narrative description or, if available, the draft text of
t he proposed gl obal technical regulation

avai | abl e docurmentation that may facilitate the anal ysis of
the issues to be addressed in the report required by
paragraph 6.2.4.2.1. of this Article;

alist of all technical regulations in the Compendi um of
Candi dat es, and any UN ECE Regul ati ons, that address the
sane el ements of perfornmance or design characteristics to be
addressed by the proposed gl obal technical regulation; and

the identification of any known existing rel evant
i nternational voluntary standards.

Each proposal specified in paragraph 6.2.1. of this Article
shall be subnitted to the Executive Comittee.

The Executive Comittee shall not refer to any Wrking Party
any proposal that it determ nes does not satisfy the

requi renents of Article 4 and paragraph 6.2.1. of this
Article. It may refer all other proposals to an appropriate
Worki ng Party.

In response to a proposal referred to it for developing a
gl obal technical regulation through harnonization, the
Working Party shall use transparent procedures to:

devel op reconmendati ons regarding a gl obal technica
regul ati on by:

gi ving consideration to the objective of the proposed gl oba
techni cal regul ation and the need for establishing
alternative levels of stringency or performance;

reviewi ng all technical regulations that are listed in the
Conpendi um of Candi dates, and any UN ECE Regul ati ons, that
address the sane el enents of perfornmance;

revi ewi ng any docunentation that is appended to the
regul ati ons specified in paragraph 6.2.4.1.2. of this
Article;

revi ewi ng any avail abl e assessnents of functiona
equi val ence relevant to the consideration of the proposed
gl obal technical regulation, including assessnents of

rel ated standards;

verifying whether the global technical regulation under
devel opnent satisfies the stated objective of the regulation
and the criteria in Article 4; and



6.3.1.
6.3.1.1.

6.3.1.2.
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gi ving due consideration to the possibility of the technica
regul ati on bei ng established under the 1958 Agreenent.

submt to the Executive Committee:

a witten report that presents its recommendati on regarding
t he gl obal technical regulation, includes all technical data
and information that were considered in the devel opnent of
its recommendation, describes its consideration of the

i nformati on specified in paragraph 6.2.4.1. of this Article,
and sets forth the rationale for its reconmendati ons,

i ncludi ng an expl anation for rejecting any alternative

regul atory requirenents and approaches consi dered; and

the text of any recomrended gl obal technical regulation
The Executive Committee shall, using transparent procedures:

det ermi ne whet her the recommendati ons regardi ng the gl oba
technical regulation, and the report are based upon a
sufficient and thorough performance of the activities
specified in paragraph 6.2.4.1. of this Article. |If the
Executive Comittee determ nes that the reconmendations,
report and/or the text of the reconmended gl obal technica
regul ation, if any, are inadequate, it shall return the
regul ation and report to the Working Party for revision or
addi ti onal work.

consi der the establishnent of a recommended gl obal technica
regul ation in accordance with the procedures set forth in
paragraph 7.2. of Article 7 of Annex B. A consensus vote by
the Executive Committee in favour of the regul ation shal
establish the Regulation in the G obal Registry.

The gl obal technical regulation shall be considered to be
established in the G obal Registry on the date of the
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the
regul ation.

The Secretariat shall, upon the establishnment of a gl oba
techni cal regulation by the Executive Conmittee, append
copies of all relevant docunentation, including the proposa
subm tted pursuant to paragraph 6.2.1. of this Article and
t he recomendati ons and report required by

paragraph 6.2.4.2.1. of this Article, to that regulation

Est abl i shi ng new gl obal technical requlations in the
G obal Registry

A Contracting Party may submt a proposal to develop a
new gl obal technical regulation concerning el enents of
performance or design characteristics not addressed by
techni cal regulations in the Conmpendi um of Candi dates or
UN ECE Regul ati ons.

The proposal specified in paragraph 6.3. shall contain

an expl anation of the objective of the proposed new gl obal
techni cal regul ation, based on objective data to the extent
possi bl e;

a narrative description or, if available, the draft text of
t he proposed new gl obal technical regulation
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any avail able docunentation that nay facilitate the analysis
of the issues to be addressed in the report required by
paragraph 6.3.4.2.1. of this Article; and

the identification of any known existing rel evant
i nternational voluntary standards.

Each proposal specified in paragraph 6.3.1. of this Article
shall be subnmitted to the Executive Conmmittee.

The Executive Comittee shall not refer to any Wrking Party
any proposal that it determ nes does not satisfy the

requi renents of Article 4 and paragraph 6.3.1. of this
Article. It may refer all other proposals to an appropriate
Worki ng Party.

In response to a proposal referred to it for developing a
new gl obal technical regulation, the Wrking Party shall use
transparent procedures to:

devel op reconmendati ons regardi ng a new gl obal technica
regul ati on by:

gi ving consideration to the objective of the proposed new
gl obal technical regulation and the need for establishing
alternative levels of stringency or performance;

considering technical feasibility;
consi dering economic feasibility;

exam ni ng benefits, including those of any alternative
regul atory requirenents and approaches consi dered;

conparing potential cost effectiveness of the recommended
regul ation to that of the alternative regulatory
requi renents and approaches consi dered;

verifying whether the new gl obal technical regulation under
devel opnent satisfies the stated objective of the Regul ation
and the criteria in Article 4; and

gi ving due consideration to the possibility of the technica
regul ati on bei ng established under the 1958 Agreenent.

submt to the Executive Conmttee:

a witten report that presents its recommendati on regarding
t he new gl obal technical regulation, includes all technica
data and information that were considered in the devel opnent
of its recomendati on, describes its consideration of the

i nfornati on specified in paragraph 6.3.4.1. of this Article,
and sets forth the rationale for its reconmendations,

i ncludi ng an expl anation for rejecting any alternative

regul atory requirenents and approaches consi dered; and

the text of any recomrended new gl obal technical regulation

The Executive Committee shall, using transparent procedures:
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det erm ne whether the reconmmendati ons regardi ng the new

gl obal technical regulation and the report are based upon a
sufficient and thorough performance of the activities
specified in paragraph 6.3.4.1. of this Article. |If the
Executive Conmttee determ nes that the reconmendati ons,
report and/or the text of the reconmended new gl oba
technical regulation, if any, are inadequate, it shal
return the regulation and report to the Wirking Party for
revision or additional work.

consi der the establishnent of a recommended new gl oba
techni cal regulation in accordance with the procedures set
forth in paragraph 7.2. of Article 7 of Annex B. A
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the
regul ati on shall establish the Regulation in the d oba
Regi stry.

The gl obal technical regulation shall be considered to be
established in the dobal Registry on the date of the
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the
regul ation.

The Secretariat shall, upon the establishnment of a new

gl obal technical regulation by the Executive Committee,
append copies of all relevant docunentation, including the
proposal submitted pursuant to paragraph 6.3.1. of this
Article and the recommendati ons and report required by
paragraph 6.3.4.2.1. of this Article, to that Regul ation

Anendi ng est abli shed gl obal technical requl ations

The process for anmendi ng any gl obal technical regulation
established in the dobal Registry under this Article shal
be the procedures specified in paragraph 6.3. of this
Article for establishing a new gl obal technical regulation
in the dobal Registry.

Avail ability of documents

Al'l docunents considered or generated by the Wrking Party
i n recomendi ng gl obal technical regulations under this
Article shall be publicly avail abl e.

ARTI CLE 7

ADOPTI ON, AND NOTI FI CATI ON OF APPLI CATI ON

OF ESTABLI SHED G_OBAL TECHNI CAL REGULATI ONS

7. 1.

A Contracting Party that votes in favour of
establishing a gl obal technical regulation under Article 6
of this Agreement shall be obligated to subnmit the technica
Regul ation to the process used by that Contracting Party to
adopt such a technical Regulation into its own |aws or
regul ati ons and shall seek to make a final decision
expedi tiously.
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A Contracting Party that adopts an established gl oba
technical regulation into its own |laws or regul ati ons shal
notify the Secretary-General in witing of the date on which
it will begin applying that Regulation. The notification
shal |l be provided within 60 days after its decision to adopt
the Regulation. |If the established global technica
regul ati on contains nore than one | evel of stringency or
performance, the notification shall specify which of those
| evel s of stringency or performance is selected by the
Contracting Party.

A Contracting Party that is specified in
paragraph 7.1. of this Article and that decides not to adopt
t he established gl obal technical regulation into its own
| aws or regul ations, shall notify the Secretary-General in
witing of its decision and the basis for its decision. The
notification shall be provided within sixty (60) days after
its decision.

A Contracting Party that is specified in
paragraph 7.1. of this Article and that has not, by the end
of the one-year period after the date of the establishnent
of the Regulation in the dobal Registry, either adopted
that technical regulation or decided not to adopt the
Regul ation into its own | aws or regul ations, shall provide a
report on the status of the Regulation in its domestic
process. A status report shall be submitted for each
subsequent one-year period if neither of those actions has
been taken by the end of that period. Each report required
by this paragraph shall

i nclude a description of the steps taken during the past
year to subnit the Regul ation and nake a final decision and
an indication of the anticipated date of such a decision;
and

be submitted to the Secretary-CGeneral not |ater than 60 days
after the end of the one-year period for which the report is
submitted.

A Contracting Party that accepts products that comply
with an established global technical regulation wthout
adopting that Regulation into its own |aws or regul ations
shall notify the Secretary-General in witing of the date on
which it began to accept such products. The Contracting
Party shall provide the notification within sixty (60) days
after the begi nning of such acceptance. |If the established
gl obal technical regulation contains nore than one |evel of
stringency or performance, the notification shall specify
whi ch of those levels of stringency or perfornmance is
sel ected by the Contracting Party.

A Contracting Party that has adopted into its own | aws
or regul ations an established gl obal technical regulation
may decide to rescind or anend the adopted Regul ation
Prior to making that decision, the Contracting Party shal
notify the Secretary-General in witing of its intent and
the reasons for considering that action. This notice
provi sion shall also apply to a Contracting Party that has
accepted products under paragraph 7.5. and that intends to
cease accepting such products. The Contracting Party shal
notify the Secretary-General of its decision to adopt any
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amended or new regul ation within 60 days after
t hat decision. Upon request, the Contracting Party shal
pronptly provide copies of such anended or new regulation to
ot her Contracting Parties.

ARTI CLE 8
| SSUE RESOLUTI ON

Questions concerning the provisions of an established
gl obal technical regulation shall be referred to the
Executive Comittee for resolution

| ssues between two or nmore Contracting Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Agreenent shall, so far as possible, be resolved through
consul tation or negotiation between or among them \Were
this process fails to resolve the issues, the Contracting
Parties concerned nay agree to request the Executive
Conmittee to resolve the issue as provided in paragraph 7. 3.
of Article 7 of Annex B.

ARTI CLE 9
BECOM NG A CONTRACTI NG PARTY

Countries and regional econonic integration
organi zations specified in Article 2 may become Contracting
Parties to this Agreenent by either:

signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance
or approval;

signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval,
followed by ratification, acceptance or approval;

accept ance; or
accessi on.

The instrunment of ratification, acceptance, approva
or accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General

Upon becoming a Contracting Party:

after this Agreement has entered into force, each country or
regi onal integration organization shall give notification in
accordance with Article 7 as to which, if any, globa

techni cal regulation(s) established pursuant to Article 6 it
wi || adopt, and as to any decision to accept products that
conply wth any of those gl obal technical regul ations,

wi t hout adopting those Regulations into its own | aws or

regul ations. |f the established global technical regulation
contains nore than one | evel of stringency or performance,
the notification shall specify which of those |evels of
stringency or performance is adopted or accepted by the
Contracting Party.

each regi onal economc integration organization shal
declare in matters within its conpetence that its Menber
States have transferred powers in fields covered by this
Agreenent, including the power to nake bindi ng decisions on
their Menmber States.
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Regi onal economic integration organizations that are
Contracting Parties shall cease being Contracting Parties
when they | ose the powers declared in accordance with
paragraph 9.3.2. of this Article and shall informthe
Secretary- General thereof.

ARTI CLE 10
S| GNATURE

Thi s Agreenent shall be open for signature beginning
25 June 1998.

This Agreement shall remain open for signature unti
its entry into force.

ARTI CLE 11

ENTRY | NTO FORCE

11. 1.

11.

11.

This Agreement and its Annexes, which constitute integra
parts of the Agreenent, shall enter into force on the
thirtieth (30) day following the date on which a m ni num of
five (5) countries and/or regional econonm c integration
organi zati ons have becone Contracting Parties pursuant to
Article 9. This minimumof five (5) nust include the

Eur opean Community, Japan, and the United States of America.

I f, however, paragraph 11.1 of this Article is not
satisfied fifteen (15) nonths after the date specified in
paragraph 10.1., then this Agreement and its Annexes, which
constitute integral parts of the Agreenent, shall enter into
force on the thirtieth (30) day followi ng the date on which
a mnimum of eight (8) countries and/or regional econom c
i ntegration organi zati ons have become Contracting Parties
pursuant to Article 9. Such date of entry into force shal
not be earlier than sixteen (16) nonths after the date
specified in paragraph 10.1. At |least one (1) of these
ei ght (8) must be either the European Comunity, Japan or
the United States of Anerica

For any country or regional economc integration
organi zati on that beconmes a Contracting Party to the
Agreenent after its entry into force, this Agreenment shal
enter into force sixty (60) days after the date that such
country or regional econom c integration organization
deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.



ARTI CLE 12
W THDRAWAL FROM AGREEMENT

12. 1. A Contracting Party may wi thdraw fromthis Agreenent
by notifying the Secretary-CGeneral in witing.

12. 2. Wthdrawal fromthis Agreenment by any Contracting Party
shal | take effect one year after the date on which the
Secretary-General receives notification pursuant to
paragraph 12.1. of this Article.

ARTI CLE 13
AMENDMENT OF AGREEMENT

13. 1. A Contracting Party may propose anendnents to this Agreenent
and the Annexes to this Agreenment. Proposed anendnents
shall be submtted to the Secretary-CGeneral, who shal
transmt themto all Contracting Parties.

13. 2. A proposed anmendnent transmitted in accordance with
paragraph 13.1. of this Article shall be considered by the
Executive Committee at its next schedul ed neeting.

13. 3. If there is a consensus vote in favour of the
amendnment by the Contracting Parties present and voting, it
shal | be communi cated by the Executive Conmmittee to the
Secretary- General who shall then circulate the amendnment to
all Contracting Parties.

13. 4. An amendnent circul ated under paragraph 13.3. of this
Article shall be deemed to be accepted by all Contracting
Parties if no Contracting Party expresses an objection
within a period of six (6) nonths after the date of such
circulation. [|f no such objection has been expressed, the
amendnment shall enter into force for all Contracting Parties
three (3) nmonths after the expiry of the period of the six
(6) months referred in this paragraph

13.5 The Secretary-General shall, as soon as possible,
notify all Contracting Parties whether an objection to the
proposed anendnent has been expressed. |f such objection

has been expressed, the amendnment shall be deermed not to
have been accepted, and shall be of no effect whatever.

ARTI CLE 14
DEPOSI TARY
The Depositary of this Agreenent shall be the Secretary-General of the
United Nations. |In addition to other depositary functions, the
Secretary-General shall, as soon as possible, notify the Contracting
Parties of:
14. 1. the Iisting or renoving of technical regul ati ons under
Article 5.
14. 2. t he establishing or anmendi ng of gl obal technica
regul ati ons under
Article 6.

14. 3. notifications received in accordance with Article 7.



14. 4. si gnatures, acceptances, and accessions in accordance
with Articles 9 and 10.

14. 5. notifications received in accordance with Article 9.

14. 6. the dates on which this Agreenent shall enter into
force for Contracting Parties in accordance with Article 11

14. 7. notifications of withdrawal fromthis Agreenent
received in accordance with Article 12.

14. 8. the date of entry into force of any anendment to this
Agreenent in accordance with Article 13.

14. 9. notifications received in accordance with Article 15
regarding territories.

ARTI CLE 15
EXTENSI ON OF AGREEMENT TO TERRI TORI ES

15. 1. This Agreement shall extend to the territory or
territories of a Contracting Party for whose internationa
rel ati ons such Contracting Party is responsible, unless the
Contracting Party otherw se specifies, prior to entry into
force of the agreement for that Contracting Party.

15. 2. Any Contracting Party may denounce this Agreenent
separately for any such territory or territories in
accordance with Article 12.

ARTI CLE 16

SECRETARI AT
The Secretariat of this Agreenent shall be the Executive Secretary of
the UV ECE. The Executive Secretary shall carry out the follow ng
secretariat functions:

16. 1. the neetings of the Executive Committee and the
Wor ki ng Parti es;

16. 2. transmt to the Contracting Parties reports and other
i nformation received in accordance with the provisions of
this Agreenent; and

16. 3. di scharge the functions assigned by the Executive
Comittee.



Annex A

Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement, the follow ng definitions shal

apply:

10.

11.

Wth regard to the global technical regulations
devel oped under this Agreenent, the term "accept" neans the
action by a Contracting Party of allowi ng the entry of
products that comply with a gl obal technical regulation into
its market w thout having adopted that gl obal technica
regulation into its respective | aws and regul ati ons.

Wth regard to the global technical regulations
devel oped under this Agreement, the term "adopt" neans the
promul gation of a global technical regulation into the | aws
and regul ations of a Contracting Party.

Wth regard to the global technical regulations
devel oped under this Agreenment, the term "apply" neans the
action of requiring conpliance with a gl obal technica
regul ation by a Contracting Party as of a certain date; in
ot her words, the effective date of the regulation within a
Contracting Party's jurisdiction.

The term"Article" neans an article of this Agreenent.

The term "consensus vote" neans a vote on a matter in
whi ch no Contracting Party present and voting objects to the
matter in accordance with paragraph 7.2. of Article 7 of
Annex B

The term"Contracting Party" neans any country, or
regi onal economic integration organization, that is a
Contracting Party to this Agreement.

The term "equi pment and parts which can be fitted
and/ or be used on wheel ed vehicl es" neans equi pnment or parts
whose characteristics have a bearing on safety,
environnental protection, energy efficiency, or anti-theft
performance. Such equi prent and parts include, but are not
l[imted to, exhaust systens, tyres, engines, acoustic
shields, anti-theft alarns, warning devices, and child
restraint systens.

The term "established gl obal technical regulation®
means a gl obal technical regulation that has been placed on
the d obal Registry in accordance with this Agreenent.

The term"listed technical regulation" nmeans a
nati onal or regional technical regulation that has been
pl aced on the Conpendi um of Candi dates in accordance with
this Agreemnent.

The term "manuf acturer self-certification" neans a
Contracting Party's |l egal requirenent that a manufacturer of
wheel ed vehicl es, equi prent and/or parts which can be fitted
and/ or be used on wheel ed vehicles nust certify that each
vehicle, item of equipnment or part that the manufacturer
i ntroduces into conmerce satisfies specific technica
requi renents.

The term "reqi onal econom c integration organi zati on"
nmeans an organi zation which is constituted by, and conposed




12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

of , sovereign countries, and which has conpetence in respect
of matters covered by this Agreement, including the
authority to nmake decisions binding on all of its Menber
Countries in respect of those matters.

The term "Secretary-General" neans the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

The term "transparent procedures" neans procedures
designed to pronote the public awareness of and
participation in the regul atory devel opnent process under
this Agreement. They shall include the publication of:

(1) noti ces of mneetings of the Wrking Parties and of the
Executive Conmittee; and

(2) wor ki ng and final documents.

They shall al so include the opportunity to have vi ews and
arguments represented at:

(1) neetings of Wirking Parties through organizations
granted consultative status; and

(2) neetings of Wirking Parties and of the Executive
Conmittee through pre-nmeeting consulting with
representatives of Contracting Parties.

The term "type approval" neans witten approval of a
Contracting Party (or conmpetent authority designated by a
Contracting Party) that a vehicle and/or any item of
equi prent and/or part that can be fitted and/or be used on a
vehicle, satisfies specific technical requirenents, and is
used as a precondition to the introduction of the vehicle,
equi prent or part into comrerce.

The term "UN ECE Regul ati ons" neans United
Nat i ons/ Econoni ¢ Conmmi ssi on for Europe Regul ati ons adopt ed
under the 1958 Agreenent.

The term "Working Party" neans a specialized technica
subsi di ary body under the ECE whose function is to devel op
recomendati ons regardi ng the establishnment of harnonized or
new gl obal technical regulations for inclusion in the d oba
Regi stry and to consi der anendnents to the global technica
regul ati ons established in the d obal Registry.

The term "1958 Agreenent” mneans the Agreenent
concerning the Adoption of Uniform Technical Prescriptions
for Weel ed Vehicles, Equipnent and Parts whi ch can be
fitted and/or be used on Weel ed Vehicles and the Conditions
for Reciprocal Recognition of Approvals Granted on the Basis
of these Prescriptions.



Annex B

COVPOSI TI ON AND RULES OF PROCEDURE OF
THE EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

Article 1

Menbership in the Executive Commttee shall be Iimted to Contracting
Parti es.

Article 2
Contracting Parties shall be menmbers of the Executive Committee.
Article 3

Except as provided in paragraph 3.2. of this Article, each
Contracting Party shall have one vote.

If a regional economc integration organization and one or nore of
its Menber States are Contracting Parties to this Agreement, the
regi onal economic integration organization shall, in matters
within its conpetence, exercise its right to vote with a nunber of
votes equal to the nunber of its Menber States that are
Contracting Parties to this Agreenent. Such an organization shal
not exercise its right to vote if any of its Menber States
exercises its right, and vice versa

Article 4

In order to cast its own vote, a Contracting Party shall be present. A
Contracting Party need not be present for the casting of a vote by its
regi onal economic integration organization

Article 5

A quorum consi sting of not less than half of all the Contracting
Parties shall be present for the taking of a vote.

For purposes of determining a quorumunder this Article, and
determ ning the nunmber of Contracting Parties needed to constitute
one-third of the Contracting Parties present and voting under
paragraph 7.1. of Article 7 of this Annex, a regional economc
integration organization and its Menber States shall be counted as
one Contracting Party.

Article 6

The Executive Conmittee shall, at its first session each cal endar
year, elect a Chairnan and Vice-Chairman fromits nenbership. The
Chai rman and Vi ce-Chai rman shall be elected by a two-thirds
affirmative vote of all Contracting Parties present and voti ng.

Nei t her the Chairman, nor the Vice-Chairnman, shall come fromthe
same Contracting Party nmore than two years in succession. In any
year, the Chairnman and Vice-Chairnman shall not cone fromthe sane
Contracting Party.

Article 7

A national or regional regulation shall be listed in the
Conpendi um of Candi dates by an affirnative vote of either at |east
one-third of the Contracting Parties present and voting (as
defined in Article 5.2. of this Annex), or one-third of the tota



nunber of votes cast, whichever is nore favourable to achieving an
affirmati ve vote. In either case, the one-third shall include the
vote of either the European Conmmunity, Japan or the United States,
if any of themare Contracting Parties.

Establ i shing a gl obal technical regulation in the d obal Registry,
anendi ng an established global technical regulation and amendi ng
this Agreenment shall be by a consensus vote of the Contracting
Parties present and voting. A present and voting Contracting
Party that objects to a matter for which a consensus vote is
necessary for adoption shall provide a witten explanation of its
objection to the Secretary-CGeneral within sixty (60) days fromthe
date of the vote. |If such Contracting Party fails to provide such
expl anation during that period, it shall be considered as having
voted in favour of the matter on which the vote was taken. |If all
Contracting Parties that objected to the matter so fail, the vote
on the matter shall be considered to have been a consensus vote in
favour of the matter by all persons present and voting. |In that
event, the date of the vote shall be considered to be the first
day after that 60-day period.

Al'l other matters requiring resolution may, at the discretion of
the Executive Conmmittee, be resolved by the voting process set
forth in paragraph 7.2. of this Article.

Article 8

Contracting Parties that abstain fromvoting are consi dered as not
voti ng.

Article 9

The Executive Secretary shall convene the Executive Conmittee whenever a
vote is required to be taken under Article 5, 6 or 13 of this Agreenent
or whenever necessary to conduct activities under this Agreenent.



